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A PROCLAMATION TO THE WORLD

The First Presidency And Council Of The TWeJve Apostles
Of The Church Of Jesus Christ Of Latter-pay saints

@\Mi THE FIRST PRESIDENCY and the
counci] of the TWelve APOSt]es Of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-pay
Saints, sojemn|y prociaim that, marriage
between a man and 4 woman js ordained of
Xz GOd and that the family is centra] to the
§ Creators plan for the eternaj destiny of
S His Children.
S ALl Human Beings-maje and femaje~are
¢ created in the image of God. Eachisa
beloved spiPit Son or daughter of heavenly
parents, and, as Such, €ach has a divine
nature and destiny. Gender is an essential
S characteristic of individual pre~mortal,
morta], and eterndl identity and purpose.
IN THE PRE-MORTAL REALM, SPirit Sons
and daughters kNew and worshipped God
as their Eternal Father and accepted His
Plan by WhiCh His Children could optain a
S_Physical body and gain earthly experience
§~ 0 progress toward perfection and
ujtimately reajize his or her divine destiny
§ as an heir of eterna] lifé. The divine pjan of
g happiness engples famijly rejationships to
S>pe perpetuated beyond the grave. sacred
% ordinances ang covenants availaple in holy
S tempjes make it POsSipl€ for iNdividuals to
S returnto the presence of God and for
X families to be United exernally.
< THE FIRST COMMANDMENT that God
S gave to Adam and EVe pertained to their
potential for parenthood as huspand and
'S wife. We declare that Gods commangment,
§ fOP hiS Children t0 MujtiPly and replenish
the earth remains in force. we f UI"theP
“é\ declare that God has commanded thats the
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Sacred powers of procreation are to pe
employed only petween man and womapn,
3 Jawfully Wedded as huspand and wie.
§ 'WE DECLARE the means by Which morta]
¥ life iS created O be divinely appointed. We
§ affiPm the sanctity of life and of it's
{_importance in Gods eterna] plan.

HUSBAND AND WIFE have a solemn

o Kee,

N ‘Children are an
N heritage of the Lord’ (Psalms 127:3).
$ Parents have a sacred duty to

X

£0 Opserve the commangments of
God and t0 pe lJaw-apiding Citizens
Wherever they live. Huspands and wives—
mOthers and fathers—will he held
accountaple hefore God for the discharge
Of these opligations.

THE FAMILY is ordained of God. Marriage
petween man and woman is essentia] to His
eterna] plan. Children are entitled t0 birth
Withill the bonds of matrimony, and t0 he
reared by a father and mother Who honor
marita] VOws With complete fidelity.
Happiness in famijly life iS most, likely t0 pe
achieved When foulgled PO the
68CHINES Of the L0rd JEsus Chiist.
guccessfu] marriages and families are
estapliShed and maintained on princjples of
faith, Prayer, repensance, forgiveness,
respect,

BY
divine design, fathers are to preside over
their families in and
gre responsiple t0 provide the necessities
Of lif€ angd Protection for their famjjies.
MOthers are primarily responsiple for the
nurt{ure of their Childrern. Inthese sacreq
responsihilities, fathers and mothers are
opligated tO help one another as equaj
partners. Disapility, déath, OP other
circumstances may necessitate indiviqual
adaptation. EXtended families should lend
their support When needed.

'WE WARN that individuals Who violae
covenants of Chastity, WhO gpuse spouse
Or OffSPring, or Who fail t0 fUlfill family
responsipilities Wil one day stand
gccountaple pefore God. FUPtheP, we
Warn that the diSintegration of the family
wil] bring Upon individuals, communit;es,
and Nations the cajamities foretold by
ancient and Modern prophets.

'WE CALL UPON responsiple Citizens and
OffiCers of governmeng every where to
promote these measures designed to
maintain and strengthen the family as the
fundamenta] Unit Of SOCiety.

. we witl be prepared to strenglhen home and fam@ ”
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GOd and that the family is centraj to the

Creators plan for the eternal destiny of

S His children.

S ALl Human Beings—male and femaje~are

¢ created in the image of God. Eachisa
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\§\ parents, and, as such, €ach has a divine
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_ astheir Eterna] Father and accepted His
3¢ Plan by Which His children could optain a
3. Physical body and gain earthly experience
§™ 10 progress toward perfection and
ultimately realize his or her divine destiny
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% ordinances and covenants availaple in holy
$ tempjes make it POSSible for individuals t0
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X families to be United eternally.
5 THE FIRST COMMANDMENT that God
X gave t0 Adam and EVe pertained to their
potential for parenthood as husband and
'S wife. We declare that God's commangment
§ fOr hiS Children {0 mujtiPly and repjenish
the earth remains in force. we fUI‘theI‘
& deciare that God has commanded that the
§ Sacred powers of procreagion are to he
employed onjy hetween man ang womap,
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£0 OpServe the commangments of
God and t0 be lJaw-ahiding Citizens
Wherever they live. Huspands and wives—
mothers angd fathers-will he held
accountaple hefore od for the discharge
Of these opligations.
THE FAMILY is ordained of God. Marriage
petween man and woman js essentia] +0 His
eterna] plan. Children are entisled to birth
Within the bongds of matrimony, and t0 be
reared by a father and mother Who honor
marita] VOWs With complete fidelity.
Happiness in famijly lif€ jS most, [ik€ly t0 pe
achieved When fOUlded Wpon ¢he
EECTINGS Of the LORd Jesus Christ.
successfu] marriages angd families are
€stapliShed and maintained on principles of
faith, Préyer, repentance, forgiveness,
respect,

BY
divine design, fathers are o preside over
their famjlies in and
gre responsiple t0 provide the necessities
Of lif€ angd Protection for their families.
MOthers are primarijly responsiple for the
Nurture of their children. In these sacred
responsipiliti€s, fathers and Mothers are
opligated tO help one another as equal
pargners. Disapility, déath, Or other
circumstances may necessitatse indiviqual
adaptation. EXtended families should 1end
theil support When needed.

'WE WARN that indiviquals Who viojate
covenants of Chastity, Who apuse spouse
or offSpring, or Who fajil t0 fUlfill family
responsipilities wil] one day stand
accountdple hefore God. Further, we
Warn that the disintegration of the famijly
Wil bring upon indiviguals, communjties,
and Nations the calamities foretold by
ancient, and Mmogern prophets.

'WE CALL UPON responsible citizens and
Officers of government eVerywhere 0
promote these measures designed to
maintain and strengthen the family as the
fungamenta] unjt, of Society.
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